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Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum to Host: 

In the Park with Olmsted: A Vision for Milwaukee 
Presented by the Friends of Villa Terrace 

April 14 – September 25, 2022 
 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin – March 14, 2022 – The Friends of Villa Terrace present In the Park with Olmsted: 

A Vision for Milwaukee at the Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum on view April 14 – September 25, 

2022. This exhibition, guest curated by Annemarie Sawkins and Martha Chaiklin, and hosted by the 

Charles Allis and Villa Terrace Art Museums (CAVT), will profile the significant contribution Frederick 

Law Olmsted, widely regarded as the “Father of American Landscape Architecture,” made toward 

inclusive, accessible parks systems across the United States.  

The scheduling of the exhibition is timed to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the birth of Olmsted 

(April 26, 1822), a date that is being celebrated internationally to honor Olmsted’s legacy and is part of a 

celebration spearheaded by the National Association for Olmsted Parks (NAOP) though Olmsted200. 

While most notably recognized for designing New York City's Central Park, Boston’s Emerald Necklace, 

and the grounds of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., Olmsted is locally regarded for his design of 

Milwaukee’s Lake, Riverside and Washington parks, as well as Newberry Boulevard. To convey 

Olmsted’s remarkable and rich history, the exhibition includes striking historic and contemporary 

images, along with a wide variety of maps, plans, posters, paintings, photographs and videos.  

“While there were some public squares, there really were no public parks in the United States before 

Olmsted set the standard,” notes Annemarie Sawkins, the exhibition curator. “He redefined cities by 

designing public parks for all. Milwaukee is among a select group of cities with not one but three 

Olmsted parks. Olmsted’s influence on the future of Milwaukee’s park system is both undeniable and 

profound, hence the need to celebrate.” 

Archival images illustrate some of the original and earliest character-defining elements of Olmsted’s 

parks in Milwaukee. A collection of over 50 vintage postcards, historic photographs from the Milwaukee 

County Parks and Milwaukee County Historical Society, and satellite pictures of Milwaukee from 1937 

show the city prior to highway construction. To learn more about the exhibition, please visit: 

olmstedmilwaukee.org 

https://olmsted200.org/
https://www.olmstedmilwaukee.org/


“We were drawn to an exhibition profiling Frederick Law Olmsted because of his important history as a 

conversationist, an advocate for critical societal issues like public health and mass transit, and for his 

vision for parks and green spaces that provided more equitable access to all,” said Neil Albrecht, Interim 

Executive Director for the Charles Allis and Villa Terrace Art Museums. “Milwaukee parks and greenways 

designed or inspired by Olmsted helped shape the city’s development and, subsequently, the Milwaukee 

County Parks system.” 

While the legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted can be experienced all over America, the exhibition’s focus 

on Milwaukee affords the opportunity to take a closer look at both the history and evolution of the 

county in context, and in relation to cultural and societal change, and to assess our local success and the 

challenges in maintaining our parks as democratic spaces for all communities to enjoy.  While broad in 

its scope, the exhibition is the point of departure for a rich series of programs at the Villa Terrace 

Decorative Arts Museum and at partner institutions across Milwaukee that expand on Olmsted’s 

democratic ideals.   

“Olmsted is a rare example of an icon who is nevertheless under-rated,” reflects Guest Curator Martha 

Chaiklin. “He had an enormous influence not just in his time, but on the landscape of America. The 200th 

anniversary seemed the perfect opportunity to highlight his contribution to Milwaukee.” 

The Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum is located at 2220 N. Terrace Ave in Milwaukee, just blocks 

from the southern tip of Milwaukee County’s Lake Park. Lake Park, like Washington Park, reflects 

Olmsted’s signature design features: curving tree-lined pathways that dip and rise with the terrain, 

stone-arched bridges complimented by decorative but unobtrusive wrought-iron railings and expansive 

green spaces readily available to park-goers. Walking tours highlighting these strikingly beautiful park 

features will be offered as part of the exhibition. 

In conjunction with the exhibition, the Charles Allis and Villa Terrace Art Museums is proud to announce 

publication of a catalogue In the Park with Olmsted: A Vision for Milwaukee which focuses on Olmsted’s 

life and legacy with particular attention to his design of the three Milwaukee parks. This first concerted 

look at the “Father of Landscape Architecture’s” contributions to Milwaukee includes essays by Michael 

Carriere, Lee Hall, and Annemarie Sawkins. This full-color catalogue, designed by Jena Sher, includes a 

wide variety of images from the exhibition.  

Additional information on this insightful exhibition is available at olmstedmilwaukee.org 

Special Exhibition Programming 

April 14, 2022 – Exhibition Opening Reception 
Villa Terrace Decorative Art Museum, 2220 N. Terrace Ave., Milwaukee  
Members Preview: 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
General Public:  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
7 p.m. Curator Talk by Annemarie Sawkin with Remarks by Special Guest Anne “Dede” Neal Petri, 
President and CEO of the National Association for Olmsted Parks. 
 

April 26, 2022 – Olmsted and “Parks for All”: Democracy, Equity, and Environmental Justice  
Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum, 2220 N. Terrace Ave., Milwaukee 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Panel Members: Arijit Sen, Patrick Mullins, August Ball, Steven Hunter 

Moderated by Michael Carrierre, MSOE and hosted by MACLA – Milwaukee Area Cultural Landscape 

Alliance  

http://olmstedmilwaukee.org/


 

May 11, 2022 – Newly Formed Milwaukee Parks Foundation Shares Their Mission & Vision 
Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum 2220 N. Terrace Ave., Milwaukee 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Presented by Rebecca Stoner, Executive Director, Milwaukee Parks Foundation 
With a mission to "engage our community in supporting Milwaukee County Parks to collectively steward 
a thriving parks system," the Milwaukee Parks Foundation has taken on a critical role in supporting our 
fiscally challenged parks system.  Foundation Executive Director Rebecca Stoner and members of the 
Milwaukee Parks Foundation Board of Directors will speak to the mission and vision of the Foundation, 
their hopes for the future, and how you can be a part of creating a movement for parks. 
 

A calendar of additional exhibition-related programming and museum admission information can be 

found at olmstedmilwaukee.org 

### 

General Museum Information 

Admission to the Villa Terrace Decorative Art Museum is $10 for adults and $7 for seniors and students. 
Admission is free for children (ages 12 and under) and Charles Allis and Villa Terrace Members. 
Reservation times are available Wednesday and Friday through Sunday from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Thursday from Noon. – 7 p.m. To make a reservation visit villaterrace.org. 
 
About the Exhibition Curators, Martha Chaiklin and Annemarie Sawkins 

Martha Chaiklin is a historian and independent curator. She is the author of Cultural Commerce and 

Dutch Commercial Culture (2003) and Ivory and the Aesthetics of Modernity in Meiji Japan (2014), 

numerous academic book chapters and articles. She also translated C.T. Assendelft de Coningh’s A 

Pioneer in Yokohama (2012) and edited or co-edited Asian Material Culture (2009), Mediated by 

Gifts (2017) and Animal Trade Histories in the Indian Ocean World (2020). In 2014, Chaiklin, a former 

Milwaukee Public Museum curator, co-curated Noh Theatre in the Woodblock Prints of Tsukioka 

Kogyo (1869 – 1927) with Annemarie Sawkins. 

Annemarie Sawkins is a Milwaukee-based curator, art historian and recent co-author of A Creative 

Place: The History of Wisconsin Art (2021). She has curated several exhibitions for Villa Terrace 

including Afghan War Rugs: The Modern Art of Central Asia (2014), and More on Less: The History of 

Burlesque in America from Lydia Thompson to Amber Ray (2015) with Martha Chaiklin and traveled 

exhibitions to museums across the United States. From 1999 to 2012, she was a curator at the Haggerty 

Museum of Art at Marquette University.  

About Villa Terrace Decorative Art Museum 

Overlooking Lake Michigan, the Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum is an Italian Renaissance-style villa 

designed by architect David Adler in 1923 as the residence of Lloyd Smith of the A.O. Smith Corporation, 

his wife Agnes and their family. The villa’s courtyards, terraces and Renaissance Garden flowing down to 

the lake make it unique to Milwaukee’s historic architectural landscape. The permanent collection 

features fine and decorative arts from the 15th through the 18th centuries. The museum is also home to 

the Cyril Colnik Collection and Archives. Colnik was Milwaukee’s master decorative iron artisan from the 

late 19th to the mid-20th century. The museum is located at 2220 N. Terrace Avenue, Milwaukee. 

villaterrace.org 

http://olmstedmilwaukee.org/
http://villaterrace.org/
https://www.villaterrace.org/


About Friends of Villa Terrace  

The mission of the Friends of Villa Terrace (FOVT) is to care for the Renaissance Garden and support the 

Villa Terrace Decorative Arts Museum. friendsofvillaterrace.org 

https://www.friendsofvillaterrace.org/

